Western States Police Canine Association
Narcotic Detection Dog Team Evaluation/Certification

(a) Welcome/Introduction

(a) Welcome Canine Teams
(a) Introductions

(a) Evaluators
(a) Handlers
(a) Host agency representatives

(a) Safety Officers
(a) House keeping issues
(a) Parking

(a) Classroom

(a) Restrooms

(a) Refreshments

(a) Breaks

(a) Dog break area

(a) Paperwork
(a) Attendee Roster

(a) POST Forms and/or WSPCA Forms (only sworn California Peace Officers sign POST Form)

(a) administration of Evaluation to NARCOTIC DETECTION CANINE Teams

(a) INTRODUCTION

(a)  The K9 Team shall be evaluated by a WSPCA Certifying Official prior to general law enforcement duties and at least once annually.
(a) The WSPCA recognizes that agencies with NARCOTIC DETECTION CANINE programs have diverse training methods and standards and that the operational environments in which narcotic detection canines are used vary among agencies and is related to their specific functions. 

(a) The Certification Scenarios will encompass situations likely to be encountered by the NARCOTIC DETECTION CANINE Team while working in real-world environmental conditions.
(a)  PURPOSE
(a)  The Certification Scenarios are designed to determine whether the team can accomplish the task successfully and safely in specific environments.

(a)  OBJECTIVES
(a) Can the NARCOTIC DETECTION CANINE detect the odor(s), on which it was trained and successfully avoid distraction odors similar to, but not limited to flares, currency, and dog feces?

(a) Can the team move through a search environment in a safe, systematic, and timely fashion?

(a) Can the handler accurately interpret his/her dog’s changes in behavior and recognize the canine’s alert?  

(a)  OVERVIEW OF CERTIFICATION TEST
(a) Administered to all NARCOTIC DETECTION CANINE teams.

(a) Annually for currently certified NARCOTIC DETECTION CANINE team; and when a non-certified team seeks to be certified.  

(a) A Single Blind Test method is used. That is, the handler will not know where the narcotic aids are placed or blank areas are located. This approach will verify that the NARCOTIC DETECTION CANINE team is actually recognizing narcotic odor and not responding to any other odors or handler cues.

(a) WSPCA Certification Officials, who are individually chosen, with the authority to certify and disqualify a NARCOTIC DETECTION CANINE team(s), are the only individuals authorized to oversee this test.
(a) Only the WSPCA Official(s) and the handler may be present during the testing process.

(a) Five types of controlled substance (heroin, opium, cocaine, methamphetamine and marijuana). It is further recommended that a Canine Team trained to detect other odors of controlled substances will be evaluated on those odors for certification in the same manner as outlined.
(a) Four test scenarios divided into: building, vehicle, open area, and objects/luggage/packages.

(a) 8-10 total finds/plants and blank rooms.  The team must locate all of the above listed odors. I.e. at least one from each of the four odors listed above.
(a) A false alert (no target odor present, handler called alert) during the entire test will result in failure of the test.
(a) Those teams that pass the Certification Test will be certified.
(a) Those that fail will have the options for retest, explained below.
(a) STAFFING REQUIREMENTS & DUTIES.

(a) The WSPCA is responsible to nominate, warrant, and credential all certification officials. (see Certification Officials Selection)  

(a) Certification Officials are responsible for selecting, placing, and recording the placement of all narcotic odors and evaluating the test results.

(a) The number of Certification Officials required to administer the certification test depends on the number of teams to be tested.  

(a) To keep the logistics of managing the certification test. The following is a recommended number of Certification Officials based on the number of teams being tested.  These numbers may be field tested and adjusted.  Examples:

(a) 1 to 8 teams – 1 or 2 Certification Officials 
(b) 9 to 12 teams – 2 Certification Officials  

(c) 13 to18 teams – 3-4 Certification Officials

(d) 19 to 24 teams -- 5 Certification Officials
(a) RESOURCE AND MATERIAL REQUIREMENTS.

(a) Designated test areas. 

(a) Forms, Checklists, and other administrative items

(a) Narcotic Odor (Aids).

(a) Odors. The narcotics used in the testing will be obtained from a certified lab, or validated by a presumptive test. Real controlled substance odor only. No pseudo substances will be utilized.
(b) Preparation of aids

(b)  Avoid contamination; proper handling and storage procedures must be strictly followed.  
(b) Each aid is concealed absent of any external indicators that may be used as visual cues.

(b) Aid may be placed in plain-view using “plain-view camouflage” technique. 
(c) Prior to the test, a Certified Narcotic Detection Dog will validate that the odors from the  
      hides are detectable. If the Certified NARCOTIC DETECTION CANINE cannot locate a particular hide odor, tested NARCOTIC DETECTION CANINE may still search the area. If the tested NARCOTIC DETECTION CANINE find and alert on the odor, it will count as a 
     tested find. However, if other tested NARCOTIC DETECTION CANINE do not alert on the hide, then it will not count against that particular team.
(a) TEST METHODOLOGY.

(a) Four odor types and any other controlled substances which the tested team is trained to detect, will be used.
A) heroin (Black tar or powder)

B) cocaine (powder or rock)
C) methamphetamine (Powder or crystal) 
D) marijuana 
(a) A total number of AIDS, entire test: Eight to Ten (8-10), 90% accuracy rate With no more then one (1) MISSED FIND.  

(a) The Certification Test is divided into four (4) search scenarios.

(a) Buildings (structures)

(b) Vehicles

(c) Open Areas

(d) Objects/luggage/packages

(a) Each scenario will include a minimum of one (1) and a maximum of three (3) hides/finds, with a maximum of 10 hides/finds for the entire test.
(a) Each scenario is divided into individual test problems/searches:
(a) Each is set up so that an average NARCOTIC DETECTION CANINE Team should complete the problem/search in a reasonable amount of time.
(b) The number of odors in each scenario should be:
(b)  Buildings—1 or 3 

(b)  Vehicles—1 or 3
(b)  Open Areas—1 or 3
(b) Objects/luggage/packages—1 or 3
(a) Aid set time: a minimum of 30 minutes before testing.

(a) Environmental Factors
(a) Certain environmental factors (e.g., temperature and area). 

(a)  The Certification Test should be administered in an area where the ventilation and conditions are consistent with the normal working environment of the canine. 

(a) For each test, record on the WSPCA Form: 

(a) Time of day

(b) Temperature

(c) Weather conditions

(d) Quantity of each narcotic aid

(e) Set Time: amount of time between the placement of the last test sample and the start of the testing process.
(a)  Aid weight
(a) Minimum:  20 grams for certification.
(a) Maximum: 20 LB. For certification.
(a)  COMBINING AIDS.  No more than one aid per plant/find/hide.  No combining odors/aids.
(a) Aid placement
(a)  To ensure that varied heights and depths are tested a minimum of two (2) different elevations and two (2) different depths for each scenario.

(a)  HEIGHT:  
(a) Maximum--one (1) foot below ground level but, not buried below the ground 

(b) Maximum--eight (8) feet above ground level

(a) DEPTH:  
(a) Minimum--zero (0) inches

(b) Maximum—one (1) foot
(a)  Time limit

(a)  There is a reasonable amount of time allowed by the certifying official for any of the individual test problems/searches. 

(a)  The Certification Official reserves the right to terminate a search if the NARCOTIC DETECTION CANINE Team is using an unreasonably disproportionate amount of time, and/or the NARCOTIC DETECTION CANINE has not demonstrated basic odor recognition skills.
(a) Blank test problems/searches (where no target odors are present) will be incorporated with in all scenarios. 
(a)  Safety/order Violations
(a)  A safety violation is any action by the handler, or the NARCOTIC DETECTION CANINE, during the Certification Test that could jeopardize the safety of the team, if such an action occurred in an operational environment. 
(a)  Safety violations are divided into two categories—major and minor. 
(a) Major Safety violations include/allowing the NARCOTIC DETECTION CANINE to:  
(a) Urinating or defecation during test is a contamination concern. 
(a) Bite a human or dog. 

(a) Fight with another dog.

(a) Become overheated or is suffering from any other medical issue to the point the Certification Official must intervene as the handler has not observed the situation and taken appropriate action.

(a) Team does not demonstrate reasonable control and coordination between the handler and canine (canine running in &out of search areas uncontrollably).

(b) Minor Safety violations include:  
(b) Using/talking on cell phone, looking at pager, or two-way radio, during test.
(b) Move items before canine sniff would be a contamination concern. 

(a) If, during a Certification Test, the team commits a major safety violation, the test is terminated.
(a)  If, during a Certification Test, the team commits a minor safety violation, the handler will receive a single verbal warning from the Certification Official.  The Certification Official will record the violation on the WSPCA Form. The team is allowed to continue the problem/search.
(a)  If, during a Certification Test, the team commits a second safety violation at any point in the Certification Official may terminate the test.
(a)  Distraction & Proofing odors.
(a) They may be used in the test (canine distinction/proofing skills).  
(a) Proofing Odors should be selected from the environment the team is to work in. Proofing odors may include, but are not limited too: plastic baggies, latex gloves, flares, glass jars, storage boxes/cases and food.
(a) Distraction odor items should be placed by someone who did not handle the aids.
(a) FALSE ALERTS (FALSE)
(a) The team is allowed ZERO false alerts over the entire test.  
(a) A false alert counts when the NARCOTIC DETECTION CANINE executes a final response and the handler advises the Certification Official that his dog has indicated that a target odor has been located, and, no target odor is present.
(a) In the event of a false alert, the Certification Official will advise handler of the FALSE. Thus, the canine is not rewarded for the false alert and the test is continued for training purposes.  
(a) If a Certification Official directly observed, or is briefed by another Certification Official, that an unusual number of dogs are experiencing false alerts in a given section of the test, the Certification Officials may void the FALSE in that particular area and allow the test to continue.
(a) SCENARIOS

(a)  Building 

(a) Building will incorporate a search area that consists of some of the following types of interiors:  

(a) Lobby/common type area

(a) Warehouse/garage type area

(a) Office area

(a) Public restroom

(a) Living quarters

(a) Basements

(a)  Commercial kitchens

(a) Theater/auditorium/church seating

(a) Convention floor

(a) Class room

(a) Lockers

(a)  Parking structures.

(b) It is recommended that multiple locations for building searches be selected so that several of the above types may be included in a test.  

(c) The single Blank must be included.
(a) Vehicle

(a) Vehicle may consist of a combination of passenger cars, utility vehicles, buses, motorcycles, tractor-trailers, trains, trucks, and boats.  

(b) Vehicle ITP’s using trains, aircraft, ships or boats, depending on the equivalence search area, will consist of no less than three (3) vehicles using the equivalent size rule meaning the vehicles are similar in size and shape.  

(c) Maximum/Minimum vehicles per test.

(c) Minimum—three (3) 

(c) Maximum—five (5) 

(d) No more than three (3) vehicles will include interior searches.

(e) Blank must be included.
(a)  Open Area 

(a)  Open Area will incorporate a search area that consists of the following:  

(a) Exterior of buildings

(a) Homes

(a) Compounds, parks

(a) Playgrounds

(a) Exterior loading docks

(b) Locations for open area searches should be selected so that several of the above types may be included in a test.  

(c) Blank must be included.   

(d) If there is animal waste in the test problem, the Certification Official may redirect the teams to another area, or in a worst case, move the test to a different area.
(a)  Object/Luggage/Package

(a) Object may be conducted inside a building or outdoors.  

(b) Blank will be included.
(c) The luggage/package will be placed in separate areas to avoid fringe odor.

(a) PROCEDURE:

(a)  Prior to starting the test, the Certification Official will brief that handler in the following:  (not in order)
(a) The NARCOTIC DETECTION CANINE Team must search and operate in a safe manner.  

(b) The Certification Official may terminate a search at any point due to repeated rules or safety violations.

(c) Before each scenario, the search areas and search rules will be clearly stated to the handler.

(d) The NARCOTIC DETECTION CANINE may search on or off leash.

(e) The team is permitted to water his/her canine after each scenario/search.

(e) The handler must demonstrate is his ability to manage the needs of his/her dog while in a live search environment.  

(e) A reasonable hydration and waste elimination break is allowed after each scenario, but not to exceed 5 minutes.
(e)  Excessive break times may cause the Certification Official to terminate the test.
(f) ADVISING Certification Official AT SOURCE.  The handler will advise the Certification Official, by raising his arm and/or pointing his arm/finger, and in all cases verbally, when he has determined that his NARCOTIC DETECTION CANINE has either: 1. executed a final response; 2. Shown a change in behavior that is enough for the handler to determine the canine is at source. 

(g) Safety issues

(h) Explain safety violations

(i) Give overview of test and explain scoring. 

(j) Explain passing and failing process

(k) Explain retesting and dispute resolution.

(l) No talking about the test between handlers until all handlers have completed their tests. 
(m)  Cheating will result in test failure and report. 

(n) Explain Certification Official commands during testing.

(n) “NO” – dog has executed a false alert and the handler has called the response/alert and is preparing to reward the dog.

(n) “NOT ON SOURCE”—team is not within 6 foot radius of source.  The Certification Official has discretion to allow the handler to search to source if the Certification Official is of the opinion that the dog was actively working a fringe odor (in the scent plume).   
(n)  “SAFETY VIOLATION WARNING”—The Certification Official will stop the test, brief the handler of the violation, and if a major violation, terminate the test.  If it is the first minor violation, the Certification Officer will instruct the handler to continue the test problem.  If it is the second minor violation, the test may be terminated.  

(n) “TERMINATE SEARCH”—is used by Certification Official to stop the team FALSE searching because: the problem is complete, the test is complete, and the test is being ended before completion. The Certification Official is required to explain the reason for termination.
(a)  THE CERTIFICATION OFFICIAL WILL: 

(a) Record on the WSPCA Form, the placement of the aid in relationship to where each alerting response is identified.

(b)  Evaluate the test results.

(c)  Sign and issue the certification certificate, WSPCA Form, Certification Certificate.  A copy will     be mailed to handler, and another copy to WSPCA file. 

(d)  Complete the WSPCA Termination of Test Report Form, and submit the copies as prescribed above.
(e) Inform the NARCOTIC DETECTION CANINE Team “Pass or Fail” Certification.
(a)  Certification Official Out-Brief
(a) The Certification Official will privately out-brief each person who failed to certify.
(b) Explain the performance observations.

(c) Give the details.

(d) Explain what to do next.

(a)  EVALUATION OF TEST RESULTS.

(a) PASS:  To successfully pass the Certification Test, the NARCOTIC DETECTION CANINE Team must find at least 90% of the odors/aids.
(a) FAIL: The NARCOTIC DETECTION CANINE team will fail the test if:

(a) False Alert occurs 
(b) More than one (1) aid is missed.

(c)  A termination of a search by the Certification Official for unreasonable time.

(d)  A major safety violation.

(e)  A second minor safety violation.

(f)  Cheating.
(a)  RETEST
(a) The team is allowed to miss one (1) aid over the entire test.  

(a)  If the team misses more then one (1) aid in one scenario, a retest of that scenario is permitted the same day.  If it is missed a second time the test will be rescheduled after 24 hours has elapsed. Only the scenario which the canine failed will need to be retested.
(a) If the team false alerts the entire test must be restarted from the beginning after 24 hours has elapsed.

(a)  If the Certification Official terminates the test due to a handler or dog health issue, through no fault of the handler, a retest may be authorized after 24 hours has elapsed. The Certification Official will make that determination and brief that handler the same day.  

(a) If the team fails the retest, 

(a) The agency's training staff should evaluate the reason for the failure and schedule the canine for remedial training. 

(b)  Remedial training for next 15 calendar days is recommended.
(c)  After 15 calendar days, the NARCOTIC DETECTION CANINE Team may be retested. 

(d)  The test, in its entirety, will then be re‑administered.

(a) DISPUTE RESOLUTION
(a)  The Certification Official will handle all disputes if circumstances permit.  

(a) All disputes must be in writing from the handler, submitted to the Certification Official before the end of the certification date, using the WSPCA Form, Appeal of Results.
(b) The “Appeal of results” form will be reviewed by at minimum one other Certification Official, whom will give the handler his decision before the end of the certification date.  

(a)  If the handler disputes the decision of the Certification Official, a final appeal may be made to the Chairman of the WSPCA in writing within three (3) business days after the first appeal.  

(a)  The handler must submit the form within three (3) business days of receipt of the Certification Official’s decision.  

(b)  The WSPCA President will have 30 calendar days to make a ruling. His/her ruling is final:

(b) Deny the dispute, allowing the findings of the Certification Official to stand.

(b) Void the test in dispute and order a new test be administered by a different Certification Official.

(b) Order a retest of an entire scenario administered by a different Certification Official.

(b) The handler is to be notified in writing by the WSPCA Chairman within 40 calendar days of submission. 
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